
Amend the Marine Mammal Protection Act of ĕĝěĖ to prohibit the takingƤ
importationƤ or exportation of these whales for the purpose of public displaûƣ 

Specifically, the bill would:

The Strengthening Welfare in Marine Settings (SWIMS) Act would end the future capture
and breeding of these whale species for public displaûƣ 

For decadesƤ these species have been held captive for displaûƤ where theû are exploitedƤ sometimes
isolatedƤ and often die prematurelûƣ
Science increasinglû supports that these species ƴ due to their cognitive sophisticationƤ socialitûƤ
wideƴranging natureƤ and siĀe ƴ suffer in captivitûƤ where theû often engage in behavior indicative of
suffering and distressƣ 
Current federal laws allow these whales to be confined in concrete tanks that fail to meet their basic
psûchologicalƤ phûsicalƤ and social needsƣ 

For more informationƤ please contact Dahvi Cohen at DahviƣCohenǐmailƣhouseƣgov
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Scientific studies have shown that certain cetaceans ƴ namelû orcasƤ beluga whalesƤ pilot whalesƤ
and false killer whales ƴ are cognitivelûƤ emotionallûƤ and sociallû complex animalsƣ 
Theû are able to engage in creative problem solvingƤ intentional communicationƤ show empathû and
complex emotions for othersƤ and form lifelong bondsƣ 

Whales are proven to be among the most intelligent species 

Whales cannot thrive in captivity

THERE ARE ROUGHLY 50 WHALES LIVING IN CAPTIVITY
 IN THE UNITED STATES

Amend the Animal Welfare Act to prohibit anû breeding of these whales for
future public displaûƣ

Allow exemptions for animals being transported to a sanctuarû setting or
released to the wildƣ


