
MOULTON CHINCIDLLA RANCH 
Daniel J. Moulton 
976 14th Ave. SW 

Rochester, MN 55902 
moultonchinchilla@gmail.com 

Phone No: 507.288.6334 Fax No: 507.289.1275 

July 9, 2021 

Clifton, Jill-OHA-OALJ, Washington, DC 
jill.clifton@usda.gov 

Re: DANIEL J. MOULTON, an individual, also known as DAN MOULTON, doing business 
as MOULTON CHINCHILLA RANCH 
AWA Docket No. 19-0004 

Dear Judge Clifton: 

A short time ago, a notice was sent to me about A WI's request to be involved with the hearing 
between myself and the USDA. I did not realize that I should have responded and assured that 
we would have discussed this next week. My assumption was wrong and I ask the court to 
reassess her previous decisions on public access. 

I recognize that this matter is civil in nature. It is different from criminal matters. In the case of 
Richmond Newspapers, Inc. v. Virginia, 448 U.S. 555(1980) that case discussed access to 
criminal cases and had a two step test. First, the court considered whether those matters had 
historically been open to the press or to the public. Second, the court looked at whether public 

access played a significant positive role in the functioning with the particular process in question. 

In the Richmond case, the court presumed access. However, that court recognized access could 
be overcome by a showing that closing the proceeding preserves higher interest and that the 
closure of the hearing serves that interest. 

The court recognized closure could protect a defendant's rights to a fair trial or to protect the 
privacy of witnesses. 

Although, Richmond was criminal, the concerns of the court there can apply to a civil matter as 
well. A closure will protect the private interests of witnesses, but there is also a need to protect 
the parties' privacy, confidential business information and even, trade secrets. The court looked 
at privacy and balanced it with the First Amendment. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Daniel J. Moulton, a/k/a Dan Moulton, d/b/a Moulton Chinchilla Ranch, Respondent 
Docket: 19-0004 

Having personal knowledge of the foregoing, I declare under penalty of perjury that the 
information herein is true and correct, and this is to certify that a copy of the RESPONDENT'S 
REQUEST NOT TO ALLOW ANY PUBLIC ACCESS has been furnished and was served upon 
the following parties on July 12, 2021 by the following: 

USDA (OGC) - Electronic Mail 
John V. Rodriguez, OGC 
John.Rodriguez@usda.gov 
Rupa Chilukuri, OGC 
Rupa.Chilukuri@usda.gov 
Joyce McFadden, OGC 
Joyce.McFadden@usda.gov 
Donna Erwin, OGC 
Donna.Erwin@usda.gov 
Carla Wagner, OGC 
Carla.Wagner@usda.gov 

USDA (APHIS) – Electronic Mail 
IES, APHIS 
IESLegals@usda.gov 
ac.rss.mailbox@usda.gov 

Respondent – Electronic Mail 
Daniel J. Moulton 
Moultonchinchilla@gmail.com 

Respectfully Submitted, 

____________________________________ 
Eliuth Morón, Assistant Hearing Clerk 
USDA/Office of Administrative Law Judges
Hearing Clerk’s Office, Room 1031-S 
1400 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC  20250-9203 

Animal Welfare Institute – Electronic Mail 
Nadia S. Adawi 
Executive Director/General Counsel 
Animal Welfare Institute 
Tel: (202) 446-2122 
Cell: (215) 292-3080 
E-mail: nadia@awionline.org

Animal Folks – Electronic Mail 
Ann Olson 
Animal Folks 
Tel: (651) 222-2821 
E-mail: ann@animalfolks.org

Science Magazine – Electronic Mail 
Meredith Wadman, BM BCh 
Science Magazine 
1200 New York Avenue N.W., #1144 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Tel: (703) 343-3572 
E-mail: mwadman@aaas.org
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